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FROM THE ~ 


VERN AC ULAR NEWS PA PE RS 


PUBLISHED IN. THE PUNJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 
Received up to 18¢h April, 1874. . 


POLITIC AL (DO MESTIC). 

The Rozndmcha and Kérndémah think that the sum of 
Rs. 50, fixed by order of the Judicial Commissioner of Oudh 
as the fee for admission to the plender’s $ examination, is so 
large as to exclude candidates. 


The Ndsim-i-Jounpore notices letter N 0. 580A., dated L1th 
March, from thé Secretary to Government, North-Western 
Provinces, to the Commissioner of the Allahabad Division, ask- 
ing, on the suggestion of the Kavi Vachan Sudha (noted in a 
late number of Selections), whether the municipalities in dis- 
tricts where drought has brought on scarcity would récommend 
a suspension of the octroi duty on grain. The municipality of 
Jounpore would be ready enough to recommend this; if they 
did not dread for their town— which was never populous, and 

_ has been almost ruined by the floods of 1871—a house-tax 
or some other worse impost in plaee of the octroi. The chief 
causes of the dearness of grain are—(1) the. failure of the 
crops, particularly rice, due to drought; (2) the acreage tax; (3) 
the octroi tax; and (4) exportation. The octroi dues at least 


should be suspended: municipalities. can Supply the want of 
them from nuzzool funds; 
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The Mufid-i-Am of. the-1st April thinks that the surest 
safeguard against famine is the introduction of arts and manu- 


factures. Government should establish industrial schools i in 
India like those in England. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the same » date repeats the com- 
mon complaints of the uncertainty of the post-office ; every 
day more letters are lost, and all that is gained by registering 
a letter is the certainty that it will be tampered with. Go- 
vernment is entreated to correct these abuses. 


The Shola-i- Tur makes the same complaint, noting several 
thefts of currency notes in transit from Lahore to Umritsur 
and other places; and adds, that since the abolition of the 
rule requiring the post-office to give a receipt for every 
parcel entrusted to it for despatch, the public generally, but 
especially the owners of printing presses, have been heavy 
losers. Newspapers and pamphlets sent by post are frequently 
lost or delayed. The former was the fate of some pamphlets 
lately despatched by the editor, who has been told by the 


post-office that no enquiry can be made, as no ‘register of- the 
pamphlets was kept: ao 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 1st April would have the 
kists of land revenue so timed as to fall due when the culti- 
vator carries his grain to market for sale. -At present, the 
kists being often due before the grain is fit for sale, the cul- 
tivator has to borrow money to meet the Government demand. 


The Koh-i-Nu ur of the 4th April notices the almost daily 
occurrence of thefts in Thanesur (Punjab). The remedy is to 


post a chowkeedar at, each pass, instead of leaving one man 
to ‘guard several passes. 


A correspondent of the Punjdbt Akhbér of the same date 
writes that in a late case of burglary in the shop of a confec- 
tionér of Sirnioor (Nahun), the property stolen was recorded 


by the police -as- worth Bs. 35 only; though it was: really 
worth Rs, 1,500, oy 


— 


Another ¢orrespondent of the same paper, writing: fron 
Kheree (Oudb), states that.a burglary was recently .commit- 
ted in the palace :of the Ranee Sahiba, and property valued. at 
Rs. 10,000 was stolen. The thieves-were traced to Sunghana; 
where twenty persons have been arrested on suspicion, and 
enquiries are making. 


"The Rohilkhund Akhbar of the same date viiaitiaine that 
perjury has become very common because the Courts take | no. 
notice of it. 


The Khair-Khwah-i-Alam of the 5th April says that a 
number of men like’ Punjabees are going about the villages 
in Allygurh, Secundra Rao, Moradabad, Bijnour; and other 
parts, selling cloth of all kinds on credit, noting only the name 
aud dwelling-place of the purchaser. The editor has been 
assured of the truth of this strange story, which at first he 
was inclined to disbelieve, and thinks it would not be out of 
place if Government 1 were ‘to make } inquiry into the dealings 
of these men. 


oa correspondent of thes same “paper, writing from Loos. 
dhiana, commends the Deputy Commissioner for appointing 
an overseer of slaughter-houses, and thinks that an overseer 
of cookshops is also much needed. The cooking vessels are 
seldom ‘cleaned, and each day’ s victuals partly consist of the 
ref use and broken meats of the day before. 


The Kast Vachan Sudhd of the 6th April asks the Magis, 
trate of Benares to put a stop to the practice of crowding 
the streets from Daranagur to Baboo’s Bazaar and from 
Tripoulia to Jay Narain’s College with rows. of charpoys, 


with which the shopkeepers of these and other pene line thé 
streets at night. fs 45 | waa 


‘The Oudh Akhbér of the Vth April contains a eulogy of 
Sir William Muir, late Lieutenant-Governor of the: ‘North 
Western Provinces, praising his abilities‘as an administrator 


his virtues asa man, and his piety as :a Christian,’ Ag Jone 
a5 the virtues of the English rule endure, so. i da shall Sig 


Ue Eliane Abie eng ASE i tei a Natalee «2 lanes 2 ni ASI i AE 92 Salen Pah et PGR PGA OAR ET AH Cie FI BOSS La OBE 1 AED OL OAL Cad BE BEER eR. Rh RR at AB DE 
ag 
aa : * 
1 ote 
este kta . . = - 


( 142 j 


William Muir’s name be remembered in India, his good 
deeds recounted, and his singularly polite and winning manners 
praised in assemblies, as fit examples for his brother officers 
to-imitate. His departure was a subject of deep. regret to 
thé. people of the North-Western Provinces, and many native 
gentlemen from all parts of the country testified their love 
and gratitude towards him by going to Allahabad to pay -him 
2 farewell visit. Attempts are also making to compile His 
Honor’s memoirs and embody them in a book, Moonshee 
Nawal Kishore, progesstar. of this. paper, nome the prime 
snover. 


In conclusion, the editor thinks it eats for the North- 
Western Provinces that the new Lieutenant-Governor ig 


also an able and experienced officer, who has filled various 
offices in the Indian Civil Service. 


The Agra Akhbér unites with the Oudh Akhbér i in the 
praises of Sir William Muir, and speaks of him as the best 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces next 


to Mr. Thomason, between whom and Sir William Muir the 
editor draws a parallel, 


The Qudh Akhbdr of the 7th April states, on the authority 
of a correspondent at Ajmere, that a military officer of the 
rank of captain, belanging. to the Rajpootana Topographical 
Survey Department, lately violated the sanctity of Miran 
Sahib’s. Durgah-by entering the durgah with his ‘shoes on; 
and that to the expostulations of the ministers of the shrine 


he angrily replied in the words “ Budmash, chup”’ (shut up, — 
you bl ackguard S)s 


The Rohilkhund Akhbér of the 8th April, in its legal news 
column, calls ypon the municipality of Moradabad—for the 
better prevention of fires, to order all shops for the sale of fuel 
and thatch to he removed to a distance from the city, 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 9th April-is amazed to find 


the salaries of bumble Indian Civilians. greater tha the 
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salaries of the Members of the Imperial Cabinet, or even than 
the salary of the Prime Minister himself. Is India amine of 
gold? | Eu. hy ag canes 
The Agra Akhbdr of the 10th April laments the transfer 
to Cawnpore of Baboo Ram Kali Chowdhry, Sub-Judge of 
Mirzapore, and declares the gentleman who has succeeded 
him to be quite unequal to the duties of this office by reason — 
of his age (which is said to be scarcely less than 60 years) and of 
bodily infirmity. Government ought to assign him a super> 
annuation pension, and appoint some other man in his place. 
The Sdiyid-ul-Akhbdr (Delhi) of thesame date repeats the 
old complaint that while roads frequented by Europeans are 
well looked after by the municipality, those which are used by 
‘Hindoostanees only are totally neglected. The writer par- 
ticularly invites attention to the bad state of the road from 
Chitlee Qabr to Turkman Durwaza. It was once proposed to 
metal this road, but nothing came of it. ” 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Mir of the 11th April points 
out the bad effects of the abusive language which is used 
by military sergeants towards policemen under training in 
military drill. 


Another correspondent ofthe same paper is of opinion 
that one of the three Judges of the Chief Court, Punjab, 
should be a native of the country. -The need of the appoint= 
ment of a Hindoostanee Judge was acknowledged -by Sir 
Donald McLeod, late Lieutenant-Governor, on the creation 
of the Chief Court; but at that time there was no native of the. 
Punjab fit for the post. ‘This want is now no lon ger félt, and. 
the post of Judge of the Chief Court is about to be conferred. 
on a native of the Punjab. In the writer’s opinion, there is 
No native fit for the place either among the pleaders of the 
Chief Court or the Extra Assistant. Commissioners, and the 
only valid claim, at once on account of ability, official experi« 
ence, and distinguished services rendered to Government, ig: 


that of Mahomed“Hayat Khan, 0.8.1. 
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. The editor of the Koh-i-Mir.agrees that the Khan deserves 
the office,. but believes that fit candidates can also be found 
among the Extra Assistant Commissioners. For instance, 
there is no doubt that Rai Bahadur Pandit Motee Lal, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner and Meer Moonshee to the Punj ab 
Government, who, besides being an English scholar, is an 

able and intelligent officer, and Rai Bahadur Moon shee Ameer 
Chund, Judicial Assistant Commissioner, Ajmere, are ‘eqielly 
fit for the distinction. es ) 


A third ¢orrespondent of the same paper draws the atten- 
tion of the Municipal Committee of iil to the necessity of 


the following reforms: — 


(a) Cow-keepers, oil-crushers, &e., should, for the sake of 
cleanliness, be compelled to live outside the city. 


(6) Conservaney carts should not be allowed to pass. 
through the bazaars and streets of the city, which are very. 


narrow. 
(c) Bulls should not be Laaeners to rove at large i in tho 


city. | oe eg 
(d) The spouts ae. carry osiie off in. roofs should 
everywhere be made to discharge into underground drains. 


A correspondent of the Nur-ul-Anwdr of the. same date 
deplores the present pitiable condition of the people of the 
North-Western Provinces. - The rubbee crops have failed ; the 
dearness of prain has reached the highest pitch ; the esta tes of 
the zemindars have been sold in satisfaction of: the:demands of 
creditors and usurers; and, to crown all; the severity of ‘the. 
tuhseeldars and revenue agents in ‘the collection: of ‘the arrears - 
of the Government jumina knows no‘bounds.... All these qauses 
have reduced :the,people to the lowest ebb, af poverty and. dis. 
tress ; but while Governmentis.doing so.much for. Bengal,where, 
distress is: not. half so widespread.ag in the- Northy Wester 
Provinces, and »whera the people pessass auch enormons wealth, 
that were: there no peper. currency they.would ba ata loss, 
to dispose of their. superfiuqus. Tihes, all. Hat. our.rulers have; 
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soni fit to do for the wretchisl péople of the Noith-Wes es- 
tern Provinces, ‘is to call upon them for contributions to aid: 
the flourishing Bengsloms. re 


Government might at least grant some remission of lind 
reventie. : 


The same paper notices the hesaking out of disastrous fires 
in Chindwarra and Puchmaree in the Hoshungabad district 
lately, by which three houses were burnt, with all the pro- 
perty in them; and all the shops of the Puchmaree Suddur 
Bazaar, with a mosque, and five persons were hurt. The. loss 
is estimated at Rs. 50,000. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Hind of the same we draws 
the attention of the municipal committee . of Lucknow. to, the 
great need of metalling the road which leads from Rikabgunj 
to Tikaitgunj and. Nawabgunj, and terminates at the northern 
gate of the Aish Bagh. In its present: state the road ig 


extremely bad. 


The need of lighting the streets of the city at ni ight, as is 
done in many large cities , is also pointed out. 


The Vritt Dhéré of the. 13th April has a. story. similar to 
that of the Hindoo widow who was lately violated be a Than- 
nahdar i in the Azimgurh District. | 


In this case, the guilty policeman. i is a Musgalman jomac 
dar of Mulkapore, in Berar, and the outraged woman a Brah- 
minee, who went to the thannah to seek justice against her. 
husband, whom she had left, . This is the _way,in which the 
ies protect the life and property of the subject, 4 


_ 4 cortespondent of the Puttiala: Akhbdr of the sime date 
thinks it extremely tinjust that district officérs get*extra pay: 
While they ‘are ontour, and are also provided with tents! and” 
other comforts, while their anilah, ‘front the sérishtadar'dewn 
to the mobaitir; whé‘receive such ‘sivall salaries as oanetiy 
Buffice for thb maintenatce of themselves ‘and ther 


get no batta-to cover their travelling’ expenses. This parsiy 
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mony of Government compels the Magistrate’s ministerial 
officers to take bribes if they would keep out of debt. 


A correspondent of the Shola-i~Tur,. writing from Orai 
(Jaloun), says that some bunniahs who were returning home 
from Calpee were stopped by highwaymen near Chauransee 
Gumbuz, and beaten and robbed of Rs. 25 in cash, and all 
their other property. Also that a woman threw herself into 
a well with her infant daughter, and that both of them were 
drowned. 


The editor remarks that. occurrences of both these kinds 
are frequent in the district, and he calls upon the Magistrate 
to. adopt measures for. putting a stop to them. 


A correspondent of the Khair Khwdh-i-Alum of i 15th 
April, writing from Calcutta, complains of the mismanage- 
ment of the post-office there : scarcely a day passes that. let- 
ters, newspapers, d&ic., are not misdelivered, or that. letters 
containing currency notes are not lost or stolen. The 
writer gives some. examples, and wonders that such abuses 

should prevail in the: post-office at the capital of the Govern- 
~ ment of India. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 11th April wonders that, not- 
withstanding repeated complaints, the municipality of Luck- 
now has taken no measures to put a stop to the sale of adul- 
terated milk and ghee, and. hopes. that something will now at | 
last be done. 


The same paper, noticing the appointment of Sir ‘Richard 
Temple as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, doubts whether the 
Bengalees, who have been so-un grateful to Sir George Campbell, 
though be has saved them from starvation by. raising enor- 
mous subscriptions for their relief not only in India, but in 
England, by draining the resources. of the whole world for 
their benefit, and by enlisting for. them the. sympathy of the 
Queen. herself, will cherish. better feelings towards their new 
Lioutent-Governor, against whom the. whole world. is pre- 
judiced. on account of the taxation schemes. repeatedly 


oe ae ae 
introduced ‘by him in ‘past years,.when he was -FinanciaP 
Minister to the Government of India. The editor advises thé 
people of Bengal to sink the past in oblivion, and, regard=— 
ing only the services. which Sir Richard Temple is now ren 
dering them, to speak favourably of him, and think themselves 
very fortunate in having been blessed with so wise and 
experienced ‘a Lieutenant-Governor. . 
-,s POLITICAL (FOREIGN,) 
The Akhydr-ul-Akhbér states that mismanagement still 
prevails in Dholepore. What particularly strikes the writer 
as strange is that, although the State is already some seven or” | 
eight lakhs in debt, and there is no want of good houses, the- 
new officers of the State have begun to build a bungalow for- 
the Agent, the cost of which has been estimated at Rs. 70,000 
or 80,000. | 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 7th April recounts the services 
rendered to the Gwalior State by Rai Baboo Lal, a gen 
tleman of Agra, first as Contractor of Customs in 1868,. 
when by his excellent management (and at a personal loss of 
Rs. 50,000) he removed the scarcity of grain, and sub- 
sequently in the capacities of Naib Soobah and Soobah; and 
regrets that the artful insinuations of the Divan have led the 
Rai to quit the service of the State. The editor considers. 
the Rai’s retirement as & great loss téd Gwalior, and would 
advise the Maharajah again to entertain him in his service. 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 9th ‘April learns from a con- 
temporary that the Governor-General has been pleased to fix 
a salute of nine guns for Nawab Mumtaz-ood-Dowla Faiz 
Ali Khan, late Prime Minister of Jeypore and manager of 
Kotah. The editor objects to the distinction for the following 
reasons:— ees a. 

| (l.) Nine guns is the salute of a Political Agent ; but 
Faiz Ali Khan is not the Political Agent of Kotah, The 
Political Agent of Harowtse exercises the powers of a Politi: 


. ‘ 


cal Agent in Kotah. 


“ 
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_ (2.)..Some native princes receive a salute of.only, nine 
guns, while the Maharajah of Burdwan (who is q chief of 


high dignity) and some ather “aise and manors receive 
no salute at all. 


(3.) The resumption of the ‘sabi haewed on Faiz 
Ali Khan by the-Maharajah of Jeypore is a clear proof that 
the Maharajah must have found some fault with him; he can- 


not therefore be said to be a proper person to be entrusted with 
the management of the Kotah State. 


_ A correspondent of the Oudh Akhhbdér of. the 10th April 
wonders that Government, in acknowledging the large sum of 
money contributed by the Maharajah of Cashmere towards 
the Bengal Famine Relief Fund, should write to the Maha- 
rajah that his subscription, as his State, was of the first class; _ 
and that the enterprizing and well ordered administration of 
Cashmere justly entitled the country to be ranked among first 
class N lative States, while yet Government refuses to the. Maha- 
rajah , the salute of 21 guns, and the titles and the position in 
Durbar which belong to first class chiefs and princes, On 

mature consideration it will appear that both in the civil and 
political scale Cashmere far outweighs Nepal, Baroda snd 

Mysore, but unfortnately Government estimates a State to 


which it has itself given an origin at a lower value than States 
which have risen into importance of themselves. _ 


The. Agra Akhbér of the same date states, on the autho- 
rity of a correspondent at Goona (Gwalior), that a bunniah 
there was lately robbed of Rs, 500 worth of property, and that 
he has laid a. complaint before the Political Agent. The writer 
remarks that the suburbs of Goona are inhabited by Pindarees, 


a notorious tribe of freebooter s; and that congeanentty robberies 
there are Common. 


A. correspondent of the Saiyid-ul-Akbbér. “a the 10th April 
praises Thakoor Futeh. Singh, the new Prime Minister, and 
Diwan Mirza Gholam Ahmed Beg: for taking an active interest 


in the welfare of the Jeypore State. For instance, they have. 
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established a medical ‘department, with a superintendent on 
Rs; 300, two (awother paper has four) deptity superintendents 
on Rs. 250 each, and 4 staff of assistants- on Rs. 40 per mensem 
for the towns of the: mofussil. At the new dispensaries 
food and medicines will be distributed to patients gratis: “The 
examination of the State a¢counts and the clearing off of 
arrears in the Courts are also carried on with great vigor. 


A correspondent of the Mayo Memorial Gazette of the 
same date, writing from Rampore (Rohilkhund )s draws atten 
“ tion to the dishonest practices of the Post-master of that State. 
He misappropriatés the Government. postman’s ‘allowance 
and entrusts the delivery of letters to a number of idlers who 
hang about the post-office. — ‘These men of course never 
deliver at all letters which bear stamps or contain anything of 
value, and unstamped' letters are delivered only after great 
delay. The first thing done with the mail immediately on 
- receipt, is to carry it to the Nawab, who has the Post-master 
in his private pay, and daily thus inspects the mail bag, with 
a view to the suppression of any correspondence that may tell 
unfavourably against the State. — ees : 


The Koh-i-Nir of the 11th April praises the Maharaj aly 
of Cashmere and Jummoo for his liberal.and. persevering exer- 
tions to promote the shawl trade of his State, which, by reason 
of the war between France and Prussia, and other causes, has 
for several years past been on the decline. Besides aiding the 
shawl-weavers with hundreds of thousands of rupées from the 
State treasury, and‘ opening ‘shawl factories of his own in Cal- 
cutta and: éther cities, His Highness ‘1 is now consulting En glish 
and French merchants with a view to the same object, and en- 
deavouring to turn’ the attention of the shawl-weavers to the ma- 
nufactinre'o of silk fabriés: for which the silk gardens which were - 
set up by the Maharajah ‘a few’ years ago, arid which lave | 
proved ‘very successful,’ will furnish the materials.’ ‘The Ma- 


harajah is also’ erigaged i in the isyiary into the medi cinal Pro- 
perties- of * Cashmere fot: 


et ee - 
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_ A correspondent of the Khair K hwah-t-Alum of the 15th 
April says that the Maharajah of Jhalrapatan (Rajpootana) 
means to make a canal from Kelwara to Sahabad,—a distance 
of about 17 miles. The preparations for beginning the. work 
have all. been completed. The enterprise is. most laudable, 
farnishes a noble example, and will prove remunerative, 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 


Jeypore, says that the courts. and public. offices, which from 


ancient times have been held within the royal palace and under 
the eye of the Maharajah, have now been removed to the new 
buildings prepared for them by Thakoor Futeh Singh in the 
Jaleb chowk; and that the Prime Minister has ordered, that 
in future ‘his sanction must be obtamed before any petition 
canbe laid before the Maharajah. The writer believes that 


this change will lead to license on the part of Ministers, and 
that the people will suifer by. it. 


A correspondent ef the Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th Apri ’ 
‘writing from Nepal, says that thefts and dacoities are now-a-~ 
days so common in the district of Bithool that scarcely a single 
night passes in which something of ‘this kind does not occur. 


The people a are quitting Nepal and settling i in the British domi- 
hions. 


On the 27th March a, terrible fire broke al in the town of 
Bithool, which destroyed all the houses in the town but three, 
54 men and women (besides many others who have been hurt), 
and property estimated at seventy lakhs. 


(EDUCATIONAL,).. 


Hurish Chandra’s Magazine has a communicated article 
on the extraordinary favour shown to Mahomedans in the 
matter of State education. This. is all due to the clamours 
of Syud Ahmud Khan and his party, and has no justification 
in fact, for Mahomedans have always been as largely repre- 
sented in the. Goyernment schools (in proportion to their 
numbers) as Hindoos. Whence then this magnifying - of 
Arabic and Persian above Ranghrit i ? A Madras officer not 
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long-ago: gave out. that-a Mussulman would. be  proforre for 
a certain vacant post. 


The same paper has another article, communicated by aq 
correspondent at Allahabad, in which. the writer welcomes the 
movement begun by the Hindoo gentry of the North-Wes-- 
tern Provinces, for the establishment of a Sanscrit Univer- 
sity in India, Special praise is accorded to Rajah Jai Kishen: 
Das, C.8.1., and Lalla Luchmi Narain of Bareilly, for con- 
vening. meetings and raising.subscriptions in many cities and — 
towns. Much credit is also given to the students of the Muir 
Central College for having established a Sanscrit club, with 


Rajah Jai Kishen Das as for the furthersnce of the. 
good cause. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 10th April publishes - 
the proceedings of the meeting lately held at Iglas, in the 
Allygurh district, under the auspices of Rajah Jai Kishen- 
Das, C.8.I., for the. obtaining of subscriptions in aid of the - 


, proposed Sanscrit University. The total sum raised was: 
Rs. 665. 


order to make the people more generally noqusinted with the - 
law, Government would do well to include Oordoo law books : 
in the curricula of the Calcutta University. examinations. 
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